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True Thanksgiving is “Thanksliving”

Gail Fehr
Deacons:

It is very interesting to note the various contexts in which the word
“thanksgiving” occurs in the Bible (NIV). Here are just a few of the places:
• In Lev. 7:11-15, it is connected with o erings and sacri ces to
God.
• In Psa. 26, it is connected with the proclaiming of God and His
“wondrous works.”
• In Psa. 95, it is connected with a joyful attitude due to God’s salvation.
• In Psa. 147, it is in connection with honoring God’s goodness and
constant blessings.
• In 2 Cor. 9:10-12, it is in connection with helping those who are in
need.
• In Col. 4:2, it is in connection with continued prayers.
• In 1 Tim. 4:3-4, it is in connection with our meals.
So in examining these texts, we see that thanksgiving is not something
separated from the everyday life of the child of God. It is to be an integral
part of our daily lives. It is a way of living – true thanksgiving is
“thanksliving”!
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We exist to worship
God, to share His
love that all might be
saved and to
become more like
Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Christians have so much for which to be thankful, and daily we should
live and give our thanks to God.
“As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,
rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been
taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving” (Col. 2:6-7).

Edd Sterchi
Campbellsville, KY
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Rejoice always, pray
continually, give
thanks in all
circumstances; for
this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians
5:16-18

Don’t forget Daylight Savings Time Ends on

November 6th
Operation Christmas Child
Samaritan’s Purse shares millions of shoebox gifts
with children around the world through Operation
Christmas Child. Each shoebox is a tangible way
for a child to know about God’s greatest gift,
Jesus Christ.
After receiving the shoebox gift, children can then take part in The Greatest Journey,
where they learn more about the Bible and God’s love for them.
Through Operation Christmas Child, Samaritan’s Purse is sharing the Good News of
Jesus Christ with millions of boys and girls in more than 100 countries each year. Many of
these children have never before received a present or heard the true meaning of
Christmas until they open a gift- lled shoebox from a person like you.
Fill a box of Christmas Joy for a girl or boy this Christmas season. The boxes are in the
front foyer (under the table) of the church along with directions on how to ll it. This is a
wonderful way to help spread the gospel of Jesus to the world. If you would like more
information on lling a box, you can go to https://www.samaritanspurse.org/ or just ask
Gail or Marilyn for more information. The national collection week for the boxes is the
third week of November 14th-21st. We would like Big Rock boxes in by Sunday,
November 13th so we can get them to the collection center on time.

The CE&D and Missions committees will be participating
in the October 31st Trunk or Treat held in Briley park from
4 until 7. We will be handing out candy and a list of
upcoming events at Big Rock. You are welcome to come
and join in the fun.
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Missions News
A Surprising Twist to ESL Class
While teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) last week I used an
ice-breaker at one point in the lesson. I had displayed a group of cards, face
down, on a table and each person chose one. They each shared the answer
with a partner and the partner then told the group what they heard. It was a good way to get to
know each other better.
I too randomly chose a card. Mine said “When was the happiest day of your life? I wrote October
17, 1969, on the whiteboard and proceeded to share my journey of faith, how I surrendered my
life to Jesus on that date and it changed everything.
When Maria (from Mexico) heard my story she told everyone. “That’s what I want.” So I asked her
if she could stay after class and I could talk with her more about that. Well, God had prepared her
heart and as I shared the gospel (in Spanish though, so she would understand better) she
decided to place her faith in Christ.
I had told the director of the ESL program what my plan was after class and he gave me a
bilingual Bible (Spanish and English) to give to her.
Well, yesterday, we used the same ice breaker (with the cards removed that had already been
used) and this time Maria got an interesting card that allowed her to share with the class what
had happened eight days prior…
This time she boldly told the whole class that she met Jesus on September 20. There are some in
the class who are Christians and they congratulated her.
Another Encounter Related to the Prayer Sign in our Yard
The other day while outside watering the plants in the front of
the house, a woman was walking her dog and she stopped to
tell me that every time she goes past our prayer sign in the yard
that she prays. Denise wanted me to know how motivational the
sign is for her.
When I asked her if she had any special prayer needs she told
me about the upcoming surgery on her neck so right then I
prayed with her. Unfortunately, I didn’t get her contact
information but I’m hoping that as I go to the place where she
lives maybe I can nd her to see how she’s doing since the surgery.
Praise God for the way you enter into these stories through your partnership with me in the
gospel I can’t thank God enough for you!
Most gratefully yours,

Harriet Smith
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hsmith@bridgesinternational.com
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SERVING IN NEW ZEALAND

PRAISES

Kurt preaching at one of the
missions churches

Thank you for your continued prayers for
the ministry here in New Zealand. Here are
some updates:
- Lisa and I were able to minister for five
weeks at two separate churches over the
last two months. Both of these churches
have been planted by missionaries who
needed furloughs but had difficulties
finding replacements. We praise the Lord
He has opened this door for us to partner

-

with other missionaries in this way. We
were encouraged to see how God is
working through these churches.
I have been able to reconnect with Tony,
one of our past church leaders who is
away from the Lord. He has been
receptive and we continue to reach out to
him. Please keep praying that he will
once again enjoy fellowship with the Lord.

PRAYER REQUESTS
We count on your partnership with us
• Please pray for upcoming ministry
through prayer for the work God has called
opportunities God has opened for us. In
us to in this needy country. Please pray for
November, Lisa and I will be travelling
the following:
once again to our nation’s capital to preach
at a church plant on the importance of
• Our government here has finally relaxed
missions. Lisa will also be speaking to the
Covid restrictions. It is my observation now
women from 2 Peter 1 on building faith.
that many churches are going through a
Then we have confirmed that next
grieving period. We hear talk of loss of
February we will be going to the most
people, loss of unity, loss of momentum,
southern city in New Zealand to fill in once
loss of direction, loss of motivation, etc.
Lisa ministering after a
again at Tay Street Baptist Church for 6
Please pray for the churches here as we
church service where we
weeks while their missionary couple is on
grieve these losses and lead our people to
served while their
a much-needed furlough. Last time we
rest in the Lord.
missionaries were on furlough
were there, our ministry was cut short
• I have had the opportunity recently to
because of Covid lockdowns. We look
counsel several Christians with deep
forward to being able to reconnect with this
depression and suicidal thoughts. Please
church and join with them as they seek to
pray for their spiritual, mental, and
reach their city for the Lord. Please pray
emotional recovery. Pray they will find the
as Lisa and I prepare for this journey.
peace that passes all understanding.

CHURCH PLANT
As with any church plant, there are times of family away makes a big difference.
moving forward and of moving backward.
But we have also seen several new people
We have had both in the past few months.
begin attending, including a single mom with
With Lisa and I travelling elsewhere for
her teenage son.
ministry, we have seen others step into
Please continue to pray as we plant this
Some of our church family at leadership roles in a strong way. We are
church.
a recent fellowship dinner
grateful for that willingness.
that was followed by
observing the Lord’s Supper But we have also experienced a
disjointedness as attendance has been
sporadic due to
Thank You!
illness, travelling,
Home Address
Sending Church
We are so grateful for your faithful support and
and other necessary
205A Windsor Ave.
Calvary Baptist Church
co-labouring with us here in NZ.
obligations. In a
Hastings, NZ 4122
1380 S. Valley Forge Rd.
small church, one
Kurt & Lisa Fenton
krfenton@icloud.com
Landsale, PA 19446

CE&D Update
Adult Sunday School Come join us on Sunday mornings at
9:15 to learn from 1 Samuel. This course walks through the
events described in the Book of 1 Samuel. Learn what it means to
be a person after God’s own heart!
Small Groups - The small group will be meeting at the church at 5:30 on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of the month. We have just begun the study “Get Our of Your Head” by Jennie
Allen. This study in based on Philippians and helps us to transform our emotions, our outlook,
and even our circumstances by taking control of our thoughts.
Library - The library may be in a state of construction, but it still has great literature and
resources that you can check out.
SonShine Kids Club - Club began on October 11th and is now at 33 children. We are studying
from the story “Pilgrim’s Progress” and the children are excited about the adventure of
Christian as he grows in knowledge of the life of a christian. If you would like to donate a snack
for the club, please see Marilyn or Gail.
Children’s Church - This month will be the team of Marilyn and Melanie.
Family Movie Night - Thank you for all who came out for family movie night. We are planning
another in January. Thank you Pastor Keith for all the delicious pizza.
Trunk-or-Treat- Big Rock will be participating in Trunk-or-Treat on October 31st in Briley
Township Park beginning at 4:00 pm until 7:00 pm.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Seth H. 11/16

Tony & Dixie B. 11-23
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Community Thanksgiving Service and Dinner
The Full Gospel Church will be hosting the Community
Thanksgiving Service on November 20th at 5:00 pm. The service
will be followed by a Turkey dinner. We are asked to bring a side
dish or a dessert.

Women’s Fellowship News
WF will be helping the Full Gospel with their packing party for Samaritan’s Purse
Christmas Shoeboxes. They will be packing on two di erent days, Friday Nov. 4th
from 12-4 and Sat. Nov. 5th from 12:00-5.

Choir News
The choir meets on Thursday evenings at 5:30. We would love to
have you join us as we prepare for the Community Wide Thanksgiving
Service and work on the Christmas Cantata.

Upcoming Events
October 31st: Trunk or Treat 4-7 in Briley Park
November 3rd: Board meeting 7:00
November 4th and 5th: Women’s Fellowship helping with packing of Christmas Shoeboxes
November 14-21: National Collection Week for Christmas Shoeboxes
November 20th: Community Thanksgiving Service and dinner at Full Gospel Church 5:00 pm
November 27th: Advent begins
December 4th: Christmas Decorating 4:00 pm
December 18th: Christmas Cantata and Dinner 10:30
December 21st: Longest Night Service 7:00
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December 24th: Carols, Candles and Communion service 7:00

Prayers, Praises & Blessings - November 2022
Daily:

Prayers for Healing:

Pastor Keith, Marilyn and family
Big Rock Leaders
Big Rock Congregation
The Ministries of Big Rock
Missions of Big Rock
SonShine Kid’s Club
Our School District, sta & students
Local, State, Country & World Leaders
CCCC Conference (National & Local)
Persecuted Church
All the men and women that have to be
on the front lines during this battle
against the COVID-19 virus.
Maupo H. & Aleina B. (World Relief and YMalawi women)
Sari (Compassion Child)
The November elections and the workers

Ritch H.
Dave B.
Jan F.
Michelle Ga.
Jim G.
Jim B.
Joanna S.
Pat S.
Joshua K.
Paul K.
Eliora Ruth D.
Michael B.
Asher
Krystal G.
Mikahta P.

Military:

Judy H. and family
Dave G. and family
Nancy M. and family
Debra and Charles S.
Collin & Veronica and family
Our community to follow Jesus
The People of Ukraine
For peace and unity for our country and
world

Curtis B.
Michael C.
Cabria C.
Eric G.
Jonathan O.
Sam M.
Hunter G.
Rachael L.
Beto V.

Missionaries:
Jeremy, Joy & family
Robert, Terry & family
Kurt, Lisa & family
Harriet S.
Susan S.

Homebound:
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Theila H.
Helen M.
Jean S.
Harry T.
Rose Mary K.
Bruce A.
Gaye K.
Elaine & Richard V.

Prayers

Praises & Blessings:
Gabe
Jess for nding a home church
For the many servants that God has provided
in this congregation
For our Prayer Warriors
The health of the congregation
The technology to broadcast our service to
those at home and overseas.

